STRUGGLE   FOR   INDEPENDENCE

he would throw in his lot with one party or the other.
He knew that he could have taken his place "in the
leading ranks of the Reformation party" if only he would
make a clear statement that he was of their way of
thinking; he knew, equally well, that he could have been
* 'nominated to a bishopric" if he had consented to write
an attack upon Luther. But Erasmus's thoroughly
honourable nature revolted against such unqualified and
one-sided statements. He could not with a clear con-
science champion the cause of the papal Church since he
had been one of the first among men then living to shed
light upon its abuses, to demand its reform from within;
but to the evangelicals, neither, could he give whole-
hearted allegiance, since they were not conveying to the
world his idea of a Christ of peace, but had gone violently
to work. "Continuously they clamour, 'Evangeliurn,
EvangeliumP They alone are to act as interpreters!
At one time the Gospels made the savage gentle, robbers
benevolent, the quarrelsome peace-loving; those that
cursed were converted so that they invoked blessings.
But these men, as if possessed, start all kinds of insurrec-
tions, and speak evil of many who deserve better, I see
before me new impostors and hypocrites, new tyrants,
but not a spark of the evangelical spirit/' Xo3 to neither
party, were it the pope's or were it Luther's, would
Erasmus consent to give his adhesion. Peace, peace
alone, peace, and again peace; only to be allowed to
stand quietly aside, to be able to continue his work
of promoting the welfare of mankind, Consult) quieti

But Erasmuses fame was too widespread and the wait-
ing for his confession of faith too eager, From every
point of the compass he was implored to come forth and
speak the words that would decide the issue for himself
and for all the world. To show how profound was the
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